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“Working together as a school 
community in an atmosphere of 
success and belonging, we have as 
our goal the development of each 
student's fullest potential as a lifelong 
learner in a changing world” 

December 2019 
Principal's Message   
With the arrival of December, cold weather, and all of the festive happenings, it’s time to renew a 
pledge to take care of yourself, your loved ones and your community. At Beattie, many heart warming 
activities are taking place including the Christmas Store, classroom door decorating, Christmas 
concert practices, The Sound of Music show at the Sagebrush, gingerbread house making, food 
hamper drive and many other events in each classroom. Staff are keeping students busy with a 
balanced academic focus as we also begin the new term soon and report cards will go home soon.  
 
I enjoyed reading the comments and hearing about how each of our students have progressed over 
the past three months of this school year. I must congratulate our fabulous students and staff for a 
job well done this first term! 
 
I LOVE being your principal!  Wishing each and every one of you a joyous and safe holiday season! 
   
Regards,  Blair Lloyd 
(Proud Principal of 294 Bearcats!) 

 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

The season is almost upon us and the students at Beattie 
Elementary are beginning to get prepared for the annual 
Christmas Concert. This year’s concert will take place 
December 12th.There will be an afternoon show beginning 
at 1:00 pm and an evening performance beginning at 6:00 
pm.  This year’s performance is titled “A Storybook 
Christmas.” It is a fun-filled look at how classic stories might 
be if they were rewritten by Santa’s elves. 

 
This year’s afternoon concert will be open seating while the 
evening performance will be entrance by ticket due to the 
gymnasium capacity. Families are HIGHLY encouraged to 
attend the afternoon show.  

 
Each household will be allotted 2 tickets which must be 
picked up by a parent/caregiver at the office or may be given 
to your child with a parent/caregiver’s signed and dated note. 
Tickets will be available for pick up beginning on Friday, 
November 29th. Extra tickets, if available, will be released on 
a first come first serve basis on December 9th.  A head’s up 
that The Parent Advisory Council is planning on a few 
fundraisers this evening such as Park like a Principal, 50/50 
draw, front row couch seating and bake sale so it would be 
great if you can support these worthwhile causes. 

 
THE SOUND OF MUSIC 
Students from grades 2 to grade 7 will be attending a 
matinee performance at the Sagebrush Theatre of the 
Western Canada Theatre production of The Sound of 
Music on December 11th.  
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.beattie.sd73.bc.ca/


 

SHOES &  BOOTS 
As the weather changes, it is important to note that students are required to wear indoor 
footwear for health and safety purposes. Please have your son or daughter bring and 
leave a pair of inside shoes at school as the weather is certainly wetter and outside shoes 
are tracking in a lot of mud and water. On our linoleum stairs this can be a serious 
slipping hazard for our students and staff and we would be sorry to see anyone injured in 
a fall. If this is a financial burden for your family, please contact Mr. Lloyd at the school 
and we will make the necessary confidential arrangements. 
 
Also, everyone entering the building is asked to remove outside footwear when the snow 
starts falling.  Students carry their boots down hallways to their exit doors and it is very 
uncomfortable for them when they step in water left over from wet boots.  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL PICK-UP- STUDENT SAFETY 
Parents are reminded that the school parking lot is limited to to STAFF PARKING ONLY. To help ensure the 
safety of our students, parents should not be driving through this lot at any time to drop off or pick up students. 
Parents are encouraged to park in the designated areas on McGill road or in the Safeway parking lot in order 
to come into the school. We appreciate your understanding.  Please do not park on the grass hill adjacent to 
the staff entrance on McGill as this creates a safety hazard. 
 
If you have dropped off or picked up your child at school lately, you may have noticed the increase in 
congestion in the hallways.  I would like to encourage parents to drop off and pick up their child OUTSIDE the 
designated outdoor doorways.  Hallways are very busy at the end of the day as sports teams are getting 
ready for games, primary students are lined up for buses - having extra people in the hallway can create 
confusion and congestion.  Primary students will be led out to their designated doorway for parents to pick up 
their child.  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
SD 73 MOBILE APP 

SD73, our staff and our schools are committed to communicating with parents in as many ways as possible. 
We want you to know what is happening in regards to the education of your children!  

Our mobile app is our latest tool. Once downloaded to your Apple or Android smartphone or tablet, the app will 
allow you to choose to receive news about your school straight to your device, and allow us the opportunity to 
reach out to you when we have important news to share. 

Key functions our app includes: 

● Receive notifications about alerts, incidents 
or critical events in your school 

● Subscribe to receive updates from your 
school 

● Download invites for specific events at your 
school, including ProD days, concerts, 
sport events, etc. to your personal calendar 

● Stay in touch with school staff 

Download SD73 Mobile App (for free) through the 
Apple or Android  stores, as you would any other 
app. 

For support or general enquiries about the SD73 Mobile APP, please contact the District Information 
Technology Service Desk at: 
 
Phone: (250) 377-4357 i.e: (250) 377-HELP 
Email: servicedesk@sd73.bc.ca 
Our office hours are from: 8:00 am to 4pm, Mon. - Fri. 
 
SCHOOL FEES AND REPORT CARDS 
Notices to collect school supply fees have been distributed. Currently our school is missing $1500 in fees 
which cover the expense of school supplies as well as our Fine Arts programming for our students. Please be 
aware that unpaid fees directly affect programs and resources at the school. If your child’s fees are 
unpaid prior to distribution of report cards, a letter will be sent in lieu asking for you to to make 
arrangements for payment and pick up your child’s report card from the office. If you are having 
challenges with paying, please contact the office to discuss.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/school-district-no-73/id1378637807?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/school-district-no-73/id1378637807?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ca.kamloopssd74.app
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ca.kamloopssd74.app


 

BEATTIE ELEMENTARY BOOK FAIR RECAP 
The Beattie Elementary annual book fair was a great success! Total sales from this year’s book fair were 
$2463.05!  (Yes, that is the correct amount :-). Beattie receives a percentage back for sales which means that 
the library gets to spend $1145.32 toward the purchase of new books for our students.  Also during our week 
of sales, two contests were held for a chance to win $30 in books. Redhawk in Mrs. Ratuski's class won for the 
primaries and Cadence in Mrs. Piva/Kansky's class won for the intermediates by guessing the closest number 
of snowballs in a jar.  Giovanna and Ms. deJardin won the Family Event Door Prize each winning $25 worth of 
books. Way to go! A big thank you to Mrs. Gartrell & Mrs. Adamczyk for organizing this event and to parents, 
Mrs. Shakespeare and Mrs. Tobin, for all of their volunteering to help make the book fair a success! 
 
BEATTIE GIVING BACK - CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPER DRIVE 
Once again our school will be collecting non-perishable food donations to support the local families and the 
food bank. Items can be dropped off in classrooms starting Dec 9th. Thank you for your support in our 
endeavour to make a difference in our community.  
 
THE BEATTIE P.A.C. CHRISTMAS STORE 
This year the PAC will run a Christmas Store on the school’s stage, allowing the children to shop for Christmas 
gifts for their family in the comfort of their own school.  Each classroom will have a tour of the store and its 
items on December 16th, so that gifts can be considered and appropriate funds gathered for next day's Grand 
Opening. The store will be open for children to purchase items, during assigned classroom times, throughout 
the day on December 17th and 18th. There will also be a wrapping station that can help the children to wrap 
their gifts for $1 per gift. 
 
To make this event successful, the PAC is asking for donations of gently used, or new items that you have 
within your home that you are not needing anymore. Once these items have been donated, they will be sorted 
into categories and priced, similar to that of a flea market, with items being priced between $1 & $5. The PAC 
asks that donations be brought into the school by Friday, December 13th to allow time for both sorting and 
pricing before shopping days occur. Hope to see you at our next PAC meeting which is December 5th in the 
library starting at 6:30 pm!  Please let the Doug Stanley, PAC President, know if you are bringing your children 
with you and babysitting will be arranged 

FREE MOVIES 

Here’s a list from the Kamloops Film Society’s Free Family Flicks for the remainder of the year.  Each movie is 
free admission thanks to Golf for Kids, however concession is still regular pricing.  THe films will be showing at 
the old Landmark Theatre downtown Kamloops. 

ALL DOGS CHRISTMAS CAROL: December 7 & 8 at 3:30pm 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS: December 14 & 15at 3:30pm 
HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS: December 21 & 22 at 3:30pm 
 
SPORTS 
Volleyball 
Beattie Bearcats had a fantastic volleyball season. Students from Grade 5 and up had an opportunity to grow 
and develop in their volleyball skills and 3 teams participated in league play. This year we had three teams: a 
Tier 3 mixed team coached by Mr. Bush, a Tier 1 girls team coached by Mrs. Morgan, and a Tier 1 boys team 
coached by Mrs. Charron. All three teams had a great time during league play and the Tier 1 teams 
participated in playoffs.  Thank you coaches, teachers, and parents for supporting our sports programs at 
Beattie Elementary. 
 
Basketball 
Basketball season is right around the corner and students have begun participating in skill building during their  
Physical Education classes.  Team play for Basketball will officially begin in January.   If you would like to 
volunteer to help coach teams or referee, please contact Mr. Lloyd at the office. 
 
2020 Elementary School Swim Meet- Coach(es) needed! 
The 34th Annual Elementary School Swim Meet is quickly approaching! The event takes place on Wednesday 
April 22nd, 2020. The objective of this event is to give Beattie students from grades 4-7 an opportunity to have 
a competitive experience outside of the traditional sporting events while promoting life skills and water safety. 
Practices typically are one day a week from 7-8 am, if you are able to help or need more information, please 
contact Mr. Lloyd at the office. 

Skating 
The next set of classes will be heading skating this month and after the winter holidays. We have many smaller 
size skates for primary students, but we are in desperate need of larger skates for our older students (size 



 

5 and up) and bike and/or hockey helmets.  If you have a pair of skates that you would like to donate, please 
drop them off at the office. 
 
The city would like to remind parents/guardians of the rink rules:  

● The City has a zero tolerance policy for verbal/physical abuse of staff or other patrons 
● Helmets are mandatory for children  
● Helmets (CSA-approved helmets are recommended), gloves, and other safety equipment are strongly 

recommended for all participants Unsafe behaviour is not allowed 
● Excessive speed and weaving around other patrons are not allowed 
● No horseplay 
● No carrying children or babies on the ice 
● No chairs, strollers, walkers, or footwear allowed on the ice 
● No food or drink on the ice 
● No use of earphones or handheld devices on the ice 
● Children under 7 years of age must be 

supervised by an adult who is wearing 
skates 

● If skate patrols or attendants are 
present, skaters must obey their 
direction and instruction 

 
For the complete rules for specific programs, or 
if you have questions or concerns, please 
direct them to the arena attendant, the skate 
patrol on duty, call 250-828-3335, email 
arenas@kamloops.ca, or visit 
www.kamloops.ca/arenas. 
 
SAFE ARRIVAL  
Just a reminder to all parents/caregivers to call 
the toll free number or use the Safe Arrival 
website to report any student absences or late 
arrivals.  

Toll free number to call: 1-844-350-2647 
Website for parent access: 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca 
Or download the  IOS or Android free app from 
their respective app store. To find the app, 
search for “School Messenger” (without the 
quotes) and install the free app. We ask that 
parents please report student absences 
before 8:30 am on the day of the absence, 
although the system also allows for reporting of 
student absences long in advance for holiday, 
trips etc. Thank you for helping us keep your 
children safe! 

 
 
BEATTIE BEARCAT SPIRIT WEAR 
Spirit Wear orders will be arriving soon- thank you for your orders!  
 

Important Dates  
(Popcorn every Tuesday at recess except 3rd week of every month for Bannock day) 

Important Dates: Popcorn every Tuesday at recess except 3rd week of every month for Bannock day 

December 2 Professional Development Day 

December 11 Sound of Music- Sagebrush Theatre (gr. 2 and up) 

December 12 Christmas Concert  (1pm and 6pm) 

December 23-3 Winter Break 

January 6 School Returns 

February 7 Professional Development Day- No school 

February 17 BC Family Day holiday - No school 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/


 

March 16 - March 20 Spring Break 

April 3 Day of Recognition 

April 10 Good Friday holiday - No school 

April 13 Easter monday - No school 

April 27 Professional Development Day- No School 

May 15 Professional Development Day- No School 

May 18 Victoria Day holiday - No school 

June 25 Last Day of Classes - Dismissal at 12:00 

June 26 Administration Day- no school 

 
Have a safe and happy holiday from the staff of Beattie Elementary! 
 
 
 
 
 


